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Who are English Learners 

(EL)?

EL Definition 

https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/EL-definations.pdf


Identification Process 

Home 
Language 

Survey
Screening

Parent 
Notification 

Letter

Infinite 
Campus

EL Services 
ACCESS for 

ELLs 2.0



Identification Process 

 30 calendar days at the 
beginning of the school year

 Two weeks throughout school 
year 



WIDA

 41 member states

 English language 

proficiency assessments

 English language 

proficiency standards 

 Professional Development



Anchored in WIDA ELD Standards 



Language Domains 

LISTENING SPEAKING READING WRITING 



Purpose of  WIDA Screeners

 Identifies if student is EL or not

 Programmatic placement decisions

Not an interim assessment

Given once   



WIDA Screening Assessments 

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten 

 First semester KG students – first 
semester 1st grade 

 Paper-based

 Administered one-on-one

 Locally scored 

WIDA Screener ONLINE Grades 
1-12

 Second semester first grade – 12th

grade

 Online 

 Can be administered in groups 

 Speaking and Writing domains 
locally scored



Off-Grade Clustering for WIDA 

Screeners 



WIDA Screener Training Requirements

 Complete Training Course in Canvas for the 
assessment you are administering AND:

 Complete ACCESS/Screener Speaking Quiz 
Grades 1-5

 Complete ACCESS/Screener Writing Quiz 
Grades 1-5

 Complete ACCESS/Screener Speaking Quiz 
Grades 6-12

 Complete ACCESS/Screener Writing Quiz 
Grades 6-12

 Complete WIDA Screener for KG: Oral 
Language

 Complete WIDA Screener for KG: Literacy 

 Quizzes must be passed with an 80%

 Annual Requirement 

 Complete quiz that corresponds with grade 
you are screening 



Families

Resources

https://wida.wisc.edu/resources?keys=&field_category%5B3%5D=3


Purpose of Annual WIDA Assessments 

 A suite of secure, large-scale, summative English 

language proficiency assessments

 Measures English language proficiency 

 Taken annually by identified EL students 



WIDA Annual Assessments 

Kindergarten ACCESS

 Kindergarten students

 Paper-based

 Administered one-on-one

 Locally scored 

ACCESS for ELLs Paper

 Grades 1-12 

 Paper-based 

 Speaking domain locally 

scored 

 Colony Schools



WIDA Annual Assessments 

Alternate ACCESS for ELLs

 ELs with the most severe 

cognitive disabilities 

 Paper-based

 Administered one-on-one

 Locally scored 

ACCESS for ELLs ONLINE

 Grades 1-12 

 Computer-based

 Staged adaptive 

 No local scoring!

 Colony Schools



WIDA Annual Assessment Training 

Requirements

 Complete Training Course in Canvas 

for the assessment you are 

administering AND:

 ACCESS Kindergarten Quiz 

 ACCESS ONLINE Administration Quiz 

Grades 1-12

 Alternate ACCESS for ELLs Quiz 

 If administering PAPER ACCESS for ELLs 

Grades 1-12 refer to WIDA Screener 

training requirements

 Quizzes must be passed with an 80%

 Annual Requirement 

 Complete quiz that corresponds with 

assessment you are administering 



Technology 

 Technology needs to be 

updated or downloaded

 Important to work with 

Technology Coordinators 

 WIDA Screener ONLINE & 

ACCESS for ELLs ONLINE have 

the same technology 

requirements 



Technology Resources: Share with 

Technology Coordinators!



WIDA Secure Portal

 Assessment information

 Training course & quizzes

 User management 

 Educator resources

 Parent/family resources 

 Materials downloading 



WIDA Assessment 

Management System 

(WIDA AMS)

 Assessment administration

 Student management 

 Test ticket management 

 Score reports 

 Scheduling test sessions 



Entrance Criteria 

What score deems a student eligible for EL 

services?

See identification criteria handout



Testing Window 



Resources

 Home Language Survey

 Parent Notification Letter

 Identification Criteria 

 WIDA Screener Training 

Requirements

 WIDA ACCESS Training Requirements 

https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/home-language-survey.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/ELparent-21.docx
https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/Enrolling1stTime.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/2122-WIDA-Screener.docx
https://doe.sd.gov/assessment/documents/WIDA-Training-Req-20.pdf


Infinite Campus 

English Learner

First Year in Country 



Creating EL Record 

 Only create if student qualifies for EL 

program through the WIDA Screeners 

 Home Primary Language must be 

populated before EL record can be 

created 



Creating EL Record 

 Infinite Campus Path:

- Student Information

- Program Participation

- English learner 



Creating EL Record 

Do not create 
record if student 
does not qualify!



First Year in Country Criteria

 Must be an identified EL student

 Have been enrolled in one of the 50 States in the United States or the 

District of Columba for less than 12 months

 Must participate in ACCESS for ELLs

 If student is not enrolled during the ACCESS window, evidence that 

screener was given must be present

 Entered between May 2, 2021- May 1, 2022



First Year in Country Data Elements 

 Infinite Campus Path: 

- Census

- People 



First Year in Country 

Why is this important?

 If the student meets the first year in country definition, they are:

- Exempted from the 2022 administration of the ELA portion of the 

South Dakota ELA Assessment

- Student participates in SD Math and SD Science 

- Scores are used to measure all assessed and not proficiency



Additional Resources 

https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/EL-MiniManual-2021.pdf
https://doe.sd.gov/title/documents/21-IC-EL.pdf


Upcoming Webinars 

September 1 @ 3:00 p.m. CT

WIDA Screener for Kindergarten

Register

September 2 @ 3:00 p.m. CT

WIDA Screener Online Grades 1-12 

Register

https://state-sd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJElf-ipqzkoGtHDG_AZ9nMr6IG5bVgbbOct
https://state-sd.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMkcequqTwtEtUclEv7P2rFtcDoWU6VnPAp


Questions?



Contact information 

WIDA Assessment Questions:

Yutzil Becker

Yutzil.Becker@state.sd.us

605.773.4712

EL/Title III Questions:

Rachel Temple

Rachel.Temple@state.sd.us

605.394.1252

mailto:Yutzil.Becker@state.sd.us
mailto:Rachel.Temple@state.sd.us

